NEGLECT of $ UPPO R7ING 
. AND 
MAINTAINING THE PURE 


; Worship of God, 
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afflitive Providence of God in ſending Worms and Caterpillar | 
which 1m ſore placts, as God's great Army, marched in nameros 
Compillutes, aud devoured all before them, bot3 Corn and Grafs" 
which  Awskened ſome of the People of God to ſeek the Lord by Faſtin 
and Prajer : and Roxbury among ethers appointed ſach a Day, to the he } 
ping en which Service the unworthy Author being called, and in preparat | 
0n 10 it more than ordinarily preſt #n Spirit with tt e Suljeft then handled 
And being unuſual and new, might Le the more affetting to ſome, but th: 
ſeaſenableneſs, and neceſſity of ſuch @ truth to be improved among ſuch :. 
People who have degenerated greatly into this Sin of Suffering the Hof 
of God to lie waſte, uydervaluing tle Pure Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chrif| 
deming or witholding Geds due for the wpholding of them; together wit. 
the Importunity of ſome occaſuoned the publiſhing. of it. A Sin*th. 
Lord hath been many Jears teſtifzing againft by his Providence, in- Blaſd. 
ings and Mildows, and other waſting Judgments, and now by theſs DevosS$ 
rers. The Revegend Elders in the Country have been ſlow of bearin 
Minifterial Teftimony againft it, leaſt #t ſlould be prejudicinl to rhest| 
Miniftry, among ſuch who are more ready to be angry with their Repr#1 
vers than their Sin: It was needful ſome ſtould do it, asd. having ſuck} 

an occafies, and unponted awgkening Providence, ling alſo flirred i myj 
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I ACA DUR 
Spirit to bear this Teftimony, T have endeavoured by clear Scripture 
+ Evidence to evince the Truth of it, and bring it home to this people 3 
| of the Lord will ſet in with it, and make it a convincing and bumbling 
| word, this fin may he ſeen and Reformed, and firf# Love to the Houſe 
| of God,& his Pure Inſtitutions be recovered: I doubt not. but then theLord 
| will be with us as with our Fathers, and will no# leave nor fo'ſake us 
''' wr Ours 5 But incline our hearts and yours to his Service, that this 
|. People may be Bleſſed to a Proverb, and all Nations may call them ſo, 
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Which is the Hearty. prayer of 


- Your Soul Friend and 
| Well-Wiher. | 
| - | James Allen. _ 
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Malachi III verſe' 9, 10, It, 12» 
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9 Te are curſed with a Curſe: for Je have robbed me, even this whole) 
Nation. dk iO COMME os | 1 | 
10 Bring je all the Tithes (into the: Store-houſe, that there may 68\{ 
meat in mine houſe, aud prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts» || 
if I will not open you the windows of Heaven, and pour jou out a Lleſing i 
that there feall not be room enough'ts receive it, D 
1s And 1 will rebuke the Dewurer for your ſakes? aid he ſbaſl nok | 
deſtroy the fruits ef your ground, netther fas your vine caſt her fruit bes.\ 
ferevthe time in the field, ſaith tle Lord of Tofts. E 
' I2 Apd ail watiens ſhall call you bleſſed : for je ſhall be a delightfome;: 
land ſaith the Lord of Elofts, pe | 
Wn | | A 4 

His Prophet was the Jaſt in the Old Teſtament, his name - 
ſignifies Angel, there be ſome Conjecture he was. ſo |] 
and Aſſumed a Body, others that it was Erra, and. this ;| 
name oftends his Office, and his faithjul diicharge of it, | 
a : when the Prieſts ſo generally declined, cþap; 2, 7+ He! 
was indeed a Meflenger of the Lord. TO II EG 
But he ſems to be after that time, and in whom Prophefies withs | 


ther did ceaſe, a perſon expently and” exiraordiariy raiſed. @ — || 
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P (2) 
-'T. To reprove the prevailing Evils of the Church of God ( that 
was delivercd from Bab;loniſh Captivity ; their Temple Ered&ted and 
| Liberty of Worſhipping God according to his VVill Jndulged, but 


| were ſadly degenerated in þis time, chap. 1/e. and 2d. 


- 2, To forctel-the-ſpeedy- and fudden coming of the Meſſiah, in 


[Fuch a way as they did not expect, chap. 3. and chap. 4. and ſo to 
|| fir them up to Repentance of thoſe- Evils, they thereby | might te 
[if prepared for it in this third chapter. 


'1. We have the. Propheſic -of Chrifis firſt coming in--the fleſh, 
verſe x..to 7. 

2 'Reproof of the-fins of this people, with Ezhortation to Re- 
pentance, verſe 7. to 13. 

3: Threatning of the Obſtinate which he deſcribes,- ve ſ, 13.to 16, 

4 Encouragement to the Pious, v. x6. to the end. 

I The forctelling: Chriſts Coming, which_he uſhers in with a note 
of Attention and Admiration | Behold ! 

x By telling his Forerunner to prepare his way. 


|. 2 The Lord himfelf coming,. and that ſuddenly -and certainly, 
| who iS deſcribed here by his Divine Nature, the Lord ; his Office and 


alſo Humane Nature, the Meſſenger -of. the: Covenant ; or rather 


| His Humane Nacure is ſignified by "his, Coming, . which w -ould be ac- 


| cording to the Promiſe of tne, SCE of . Abrabam :. This was that they 

| fought and Ccligited in according to. their carnal. apprehenfions of it. 
E > ; The terriblenefs of his.coming, 

x Ts the god as purifying fire, yet for their benefit, V: 2,3» 4 

2 To the VV cked it will be a-Day oof. Judgment» v 5 a deftru- 


Wt Ron of them, and. the Jewith. Church State. which was to that 
| time continued upon account of Gods unchangeablenels | n his: Cove- 
| nant to that People, till the Promiſed Seed was come, v 6 


2 The Reproof of this People for. the fin that -was the cauſe of 


|| their preſent , Judgments, Gods ſending Devourers to deſtroy the 


fruits of the Earth, ard that which did- unfit. them for that time of 


© Chriſts Coming, with Exhortation to a through Repentance ot it, 


.o 7 to 13 the ins he cha argeth them with. 


1. Their Unpengence under former Wargings, and- Convietions of 
| us 


£39 | 
'- this Evil, ©. 7. 4 ſin that-they had long continued - in ; this was © 
aggravated thereby. 9 ta 4 w 
2 "That which is the very fin Which had been the cauſe of for-. - 
mer Judgments of this kind, and that at preſent they were un- 
der ; it iS Sacriledg, v 8 to 10. 
And Secondly Exhortation to Repentance, wita Arguments to 
enforce it, v 10 'to 13+ | 
x The fin charged in the evil nature of it, v 8 which he con- 
 vinceth-them of by appealing to Conſcience: to judge according to 
the light of nature, with an Anſwer to their Enquiry wherein 
they have done it. F 
2 The evil effect of it, the Curſe upon your outward bleſſings, 
_ it 15 a cauſe of, and when the. Judgment 1s general, the ſim © 
418 10» V 9 | ; 
2 :The Exhortation to Repentance, v.10 to 13 With directions 
to the dvty, is to be done, and Motives to: the doing it, which 
we ſhall open and improve in. the .Ule. 


The Ceneral DoQtrine hence is, 


DodErine, True and General Repentavce is the only remedy of pub- 
lick Tudgments upon a Profeſſing people, or the enly way to- Remove 


them. 


AQ I. What is this true  Repentance ? ng 

Q® When it is, and why it malt le general? 

Q 3 How this appears to be the oxly and ſure Remedy of publick 
Judgments. 1. 

Q r What is this trae Repentance ? - 

Anſwer, It contiits in theſe three things, -. 
_ 1 Tt lies ina through Conviction of ſin, eſpecially that 'Evil 
whereby the Lord is moſt provoked. _ en  Y 
B =. I W3 
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(4) 
" 2 Sin is the cauſe of all publick Judgments, . 7a 59. 2; 2. It is 
true in perſonal afflitions, the Lord ſometimes uſeth Soveraignty, 
and 'may do it for rrial and many other-holy ends, as in Job, F74- 
wor, ©c. but when upon a people it is always for fin. The Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe outward mercies and Judgments are the proper rc- 
wards and puniſhments of: a, people as viſible: 
2 It is ſome ſpecial ſin of a people the Lord is : moſt- provoked. 
with when he ſends his Judgments upon a people, the Lord is a 
God of Judgment, by him Aittzns are weizhed,” 2 Sam. 2 3. And 
there are ſome ſins caſt the ſcale.for ſome particular. judgments, 
fee Ames 1-3. 6. chap. 2 4» 6. In 
2 This fin muſt be'knowg, as there. c#n be-no Repentance with - 
out Conviction, fo where. it is only of -generals, that is not true : 
there is ſome ſpecial ſinend of a perſen that iS leading &'ruling fo 
among 2 peoplc,this muſt be known in order tothe Confeſſion and 
Reformation of it a$ evident by the enquiry, v 8. and the Prophets 
reply to it, and by the charge the Lord gives about it, Fo/h.7.1 1-12 

Two tings neceſſary to be known here. Ty 

1 Theevil in the nature of it, v 8. Offence againſt God, and 
that of an heinous nature ; it is @ robbing of him, taking away by 
force. 

2 In the eſtes, the miſchief it brings, its that curſeth aJl your 
bleſſings, and that upon a whole Nation,. by Gods violent. taking 
away that which they. had, fair hopes and. expectation to have 
enjoyed, which they arc to look upon as the fruits of the Curſe 
For this ſin: It 1$ Gods ſeizing that which your ſin had forfeited 
into his hand. | : TS. = 

2 Another part of true Repentance is deep humiliation, as for 
all, fo eipecially for this fin, whick though it is not fo plainly ex- 
preſt, yet it is fully*1mplied in the Text; for there will be no tho 
rough Reformation when there 1s not a heart ſeparated from it, 
Which 1S in this way. | 

This lics in theſe three things. 


L 


\ $ 


x An humble and penitent Confeſſion of it, Pſalm 51. 4: In 
felt-coademning, and jultityingGod jnall hizProceedipgs with you, | 
| upon 


| 630 ip | (5). Jaane; ii Ly Fs 
-ypon the provocation! given, ſo great a part Us is that 't 15. ſora 
time put for the whole, Jer. 3: 13. 1 Jby., 1+ 95 It being the moſt | 
difficult where it is ſincere, and will certainly be atiended with - ] 
the r elt. | ; | | 

2 Inward ſhame aud confuſion, Ezra 9 4: Jcr» 3.22. Rom. 6. 2x 
it ſpeaks the finner duly affeited with ti.c offence to God, and miſchief 
to himſelf. 

3 Diſlike and hatred of it, your ſelf aborrence, Job 42 6, 7. Ifai- 
64 6 this is cated the knowing the plague of the heart. 1 Kings & 
oo, OO OT OT | 

1 "Knows it to be a plague, his ſickneſs. ts . 

2 :Deadl, one is at the heart, witi-out he have Divine Relief, _ 

3 At his heart; this is one caſe you muft needs confeſs and open un- 
to the Phifiteam of Souls, and feel it, and cannot but bewayl and abhor 
it. Tt is alſo an accepting the puniſhment of /is intquity, Lev.26. 4T- 

3 Reformation, Prov 28. x3. doing contrary, Mal. 3 verſe 10+ 
Tſai. 1 21 WE Es 

2,2 Why this muſt ke general? : 

Aniw- xs The Judgment is general, verſe g this wlole Nation 
tlerefore Fepen.ance muſt : for when 7udgment is general, ſim is pub- 
licks Judgment declarech' the . provocation to Le ſo, not that every 
particular pe; ſon is guilt, Phere 'be many Holy Ones. there among. peo- 
ple that (yet ma {ufſer with ' them that are not perſonally guilty, yet in- 
volvew tm the affl;ciion and common calamity : ſo if the Re-enting 
and Reforming (part be the Ruling Part, a leſſer number will not hinder 
the blejfng, ner will ſome fem, though emiment prevail to remove {uch 
. #blick affliitions many times where it is not generally ſeen and be- 
wailed though they may obtain ſome peculiar favours to themſelees, 
Jer not for the whole, Fzek. 14 13, 14 Jon q 8 | 

Q 3 Why this 15 the ſure and only Remedy | 


Aniw That it is ſo ts lo fully attefted in Scripture, and made good 
by Providence, and a ſubjet you are ſo well acquainted with that I ſhall 
not mjift upon it, | | 

x But that it 1s a fure way will appear, 
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+ In.that God hath preſcribed it as the remedy ;_ and promiſed: 
that it ſhall be ſo, Mat. 3..7: 

2 When the very Judgments have been: threatned in ſevereſt 
manner, it is with this exception, Fer. 18. 7, 8 Fox. 3. 10. 

3 Yea when he hath begun to execute, it hath been. effecual to. 
remove them, 2 Chros. 124.4, 5, 6, 7 «AW5.7, 1, 2,3. 

2 And the only. : 


Reaſon rx. 


Becauſe this is the only Remover of the cauſe of the controutrfies ſuch” 
Fudgments are effeits of Gods diſpleaſure, which is not- againſt his- 
creature but the. Singer, Lam. 3. 32. Mat. 5.25. Creatures come 10. 
execute the curſe upon a People of Gods Wrath, but where true Re- 
penance, they are not the Subjets it anvalidates their Commiſſion, diſ- 
arms them, his condition is changed :where ſuch a chauged diſpoſition 


gs, Jer 50 20. 


2 Itisa duty highly pleaſing to God, its new. Covenant 
JObedience, Fer. Z3l[. I9, LO. Lev. 26.41. | 


Improvement of this Truth is my main deſign, and.I ſhall fol-. 
Tow the method of the Prophet in it, my. whole Text being an 
Exhortation. to Repentance of this evil eſpecially; urged by cogent 
(Arguments, and furthered by ſuitable Advice and Counſel ; which. 
alſo gives us ſufficient ground of Conviction and Humiliation. 


The Uſes then ſhall be, 


x Of Convidtion-and Humiliation + 


2 Of Exhortation "2 3”: , 


Sf USE 


C71 
USE I. 8 
Of Comviition end Fumiliation which is the main work of ſuch: a'\ 


elay as this, aud that ſuch Providences call for, and mu#t-procced, for 
there will never be through Roformat ion without deep Hamiliatiow ; 
This is that we acknewledg, and do openly profeſs before God to intend ||| 
in Faſting Days, otnerwaſe the) will not be Days of Atonement But of II 
provocation, Lev. 23-27, 29. our bufrneſs | with. God, under teſtinio= || 
nies of his dliſpleaſure,is Atonement, our peace with God through the \|| 
blood of Feſns ChriFt; the way to which is ſence of ſin, and the need of \} 
pardoy.: _ Wi! 
7Twothings are requiſite in-order to this : - I 
1 Enquiry into the-cauſe of the Judgment, or to find -out :fin; ! |} 
that fin that God is moſt diſpleaſed with. - gl 
2 A ſearch into our own hearts, whether we are the-perſons! |} 
under the guilt of it, Lam 3-40. 1h 
x The firſt of theſe js that Z ſhall endeavour to further you in] I| 
this being a great part of Miniſterial work in-fuch a day, ſa ' 58] || 
x To tall the people:of their fins; as it is every chriſtians toen-; || 
quire of the Lord to ſhow him-his ſin, Feb 'ro. 2. Feb'34 .32 ſears! || 
ching out of ſin is the great duty 1n days of affliction, and in:that}. 
ſearch, its the chriſtians duty. 1 4 
x Toacknowledg their own ignorance and darkneſs; about ſin 
and eſpecially thoſe God is chaſtening for, the beſt-may be igno»- 
rant, and the humble Soul ſees 1t. "my | 
2 To defire Gods teaching «© © | 

x By his Word, that-is the ordinary and viſible way of Godg- 
teaching in an Ordinance, 2 Sam. 2.1. I. . 
David did by the Ephed enquire for this teaching, Pſat-22.4 en« | 
quire in the Temple; Mal. 2. 7. he 15 the. Meſſenger of the Lord, i 
enquire at his mouth. —_— 
2 By his Providence, that alſo is a way of Gods teaching, = 

3 But cſpeeially. by his Spirit, /a 14 26 2 Cor 4 6 ls the word 

ta give full and an humbling fight of ir, that the. Spirit only car * 
&h _ 
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| do, and when he doth it, its ordinarily by the Miniſtry of the 

| Word, he brings it home, and carries it to the heart, and ſets: the 

 . Toul upon its own ſearching, and bringing it ſelf to the ſearching 

of the Word. | 
To help on this work, we have a plain diſcev:ry in my Text. 

| 1 What is that Sin which provokes the Lord, to inflit ſuch Judg- 


”— 


| ITY 7 v2 
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| of bis Houſe, verſe 7 Hag t 5,6, 7, 


||| + Worſhip that is charged here. 
9! 2 Byt what 
+ ment Times. 

\fj Aniw 7o avrzd all Cont 


If "and way : Lut clear b, the New-Teftament 
|} -=cþ God requires by the rule of Juſtice to be given 
if © x Corg 13+ 14; The Morakity of that ap 
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.|| vice, as by attending the Altar, 


/ to whom they Miniſter, 


= 
oa 


F pro to be from all good things, thoſe that he 
| faves, and from all that have any thing of t 


|| _ :3 Godbatha right" in every mans Eftat 


; nents as we are now ander, why be ſends Dewourers -to lay- your fields 
; waſte? It is becauſe the Houſe of God lies waſte, it is the neglef? of 
| upholding and maintaining Gods Holy Inſiitations, and the Ordinances 


8, 9 Set your heart to y our was, 
be humbled ſor that fin that is the cauſe of your. ſcarcity, and curſe in 
| your enjoyments,wviz the Houſe of God lies waſte. | 
,* Twoevils the Lord is yery. angry with his people for, with re» 
_ Jpect to his right .jin mens Eſtates: | 

_ I Their laying it out upon Falſe-worſhip, ZZoſ 2 8 

2 Denying it, ar. witholding that which is his due to his own 


1s Gods-Gue, is thereany ſuch thing in'New-Teſta- 
roverfie, I ſhall not meddle with the meaſare 
, that there is a due, & that 


pointment is perpetual, 
uſe ſhould: be maintaine\1l in rhat {ore 
lo m Preaching the Gotpul ; now 

their outward ſytentarion. by thoſe 
Mat 10 30 there the. Lord hath faid ir, 
and put it under a rule of Juſtice as due to that-Service; Gal. 6 6, 7 
. re fo; partake in them 
Ietr OWN, I' Cor 16 2 

| (a proportion fo apy mans zncreaſe, t tim 5 x7 muſt be that 15 hoe 
| 20urable and becoming ſuch a Service, and mMay.teilifie that you 
| To eſteem of it; _.* "ir r epieley. SLAMS Fore | 


2 
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that thole that ſerve in the Ho 


they ſhould live of jt, have 
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e, Which is given to Je- 
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| * Y 1 
ſuis. Chriſt, and by him to his Officers, P/al. 16 3 He did reſerve! 
ſuch an acknowledgment of his Soverajgnty in Edex, one-of :the I 
trees were his propriety, and forbiden to be medled: with upon the 'Þ 
higheſt penalty. | - | 
2 The further diſcovery my Text gives for your Convidion and. Zu- | 
m1liation, is. that it is aver) heinoas fin. ator = 
1 Its a robbing of God, a fin of the higheſt injuſtice, a Theft; yea. 
aViolence & Fraud again#t the firſt Table whereGod is mare immediate = 
ly. injured ; which is called Sacriledg, Prov 20 25 its a ſnare a fin '| 
_ that entangies him, and holds him nnder the guilt of it, Prov 5 22 
2/ts againſt the. light of nature,will a man that as like a mar 1 
free uſe of his reaſon do thus? fins againſt the light of. nature, are 
very great, eſpecially in them advantaged- with Goſpel light, that j 
whichHeathens acting by the ſight of nature will not do,ſo theLord | | 
exagerates the ſin of JſraelzJer 2 10,11 is then ſuch a thing; will 
the Nations change their God, which are now, yet {rae hath I} 
changed their glory when they forſake his true- Worſhip, ſo: it is - } 
in the undervaluing of it: SD it" et 
1 Nature ditlates there is aGod, Rom 1 20. | | 
2 This Ged is to be worſhipped, Afﬀts 17 23 whors they. worſkip ' | 
zgnorantly, they. did worſhip, though ignorant what. God was, , | 
3 That this worſhip be maintained and that honourably, and | 
therefore . though Heathens were miſtaken about the objec * 
of worſhip and means, . yet what they did. think 40. bez. fo '} 
they by the light of nature were ſtirred up to a liberal. ſupport 
of it, Ja 46 10 laviſh gold out of the-bag; and what a tumult 
wes there in Epheſus, Ats:19 24 when they. feared their worſhip - 
ſhould be ſet at nought. - | | EE 


So it is with-Superſtitious Perſons that are wroug in the means .of || 
Worſr.ip, though right in the objeft, Exod 32 3 part with their Fewels + 
to tive worſhip of Fehovah by a Calf, Judg 17 3 This fin then is | 
worſe then the Heath ens that have not extinzuiſhed the exerciſe. of I 
nataral ligitt to'deſpiſe Gods own Inſtitutions that - have them, and. * 
then thiſe'tiat are ſupertitioas in this thing, Heb 12 15 Elgu zs cal- 
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ll ded a Prophane Perſon, that deſpiſed his birt{ right, that is ſuch an 
il One that ſober Heathen did Excommunicate from their . Communion - ts 
their Worſhip. Procul hinc eſtote prophani. 

3 Thegreatneſs of this ſin appears in this, that its from 'an e- 
vil root, an heart of unbelief, Feb 3 1z where there is -a forſa- 
king God, and undervaluing him, and overvaluing the Creature, 
Jer 2 12, 13 God. and Chriſt are deſpiſed, in contempt.caſt up- 
on his Ordinances. | | 
4 Ut is the cauſe of great and ſore Jadgments, this is or ſhould be 
a ſencible evidense ; its that brings the Curſe of God upon-all your bleſ- 

ſings? as bere you are curſed with a Curſe, . that: Blaſts your faireſt hopes 
if, of increaſe, the Lord ſends his Devourtts to take it away in the-ſea- 
| Jon of #t : That God who hath bleſſed -your Fathers, and taken your 
| Obildren into a bleſſing Covenant; this fin marrs all, and provokes him 
#0 carſe- your Bleſſings, Jer 5 24 It is your fin witholds good things 
from you, Deut 29 2-4, 25 and make you 4- reproach and miſera= 
ble to a Proverb, x . 

5 It opens the door to all other evils, even ſpiritual judgments 
which-are the foreſt, 2. 7heſ” 2 12 becauſe they love not the truth, 
ſo if you love not Gods Holy and Pure Inſtirutions, you may be 
given vÞ to: receive mens inventions GL tempcral evils, Neb 1 36,7, 
8, 9, 10. where there was neglect of bringing the 1ithcs into 
Gods Hou, rhoſe- cinpty chambers -were hit to be plepared' tor 
Tabiah and his Goods, .Be convinced its a grievous tin and juſt- 
ly provoking to God, yea to fech an heat of þ1s anger ; and la- 
bour to quench it with {faith in the blood of Chriſt, the fruit where 
of may gppear in the tears of true RePentance. 

3 That which may further lay this fin before you 15, t vat the prof, eſ- 
fing Pen;le of God under the higheſt aud jure? Profefiion of Religion, 
are molt Prone to it, and this evil they are mort fearfly under the guilt 
of, and it is C'arged u'on . Iſrael, when under greateſt Reicrmation, 
as here afier tieir coming out of Babilon, ard when the /iltar of 
God was ſet ujon its Bafis, and they lad been Purged from their 


Fhoredoms, and Idelatry in falſe means of Worſhip: that they d:d a 
| OY 
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bor it, that which was not found among them when Tdolaters, the abuſe 


of Gods Portion was not by their uſing is themſelves, or withholding it. 


from the Lord, but beftowing it on falſe Worſhip. 


tel would betal them upon that account. 


Reaſon : And the Reaſon is, becauſe true Worſhip is Sfiritual and || 
ſupernatural, and croſs to corrupt nature, whereas mens inventions are || 
ſuited to it ; hence where men are not truly converted and ſpiritual, |' 

they ſee no beauty in them at all, where they do keep np outward viſible ||| 
Ordinavces, they will do mo more than that they may Keep up the credit. || 


of ſuch a Profeſſion. 


Eminent Predeceſſors, the firſt Planters in this Country, who like 
Feremig in the Wilderneſs, when newly freed from Egyprian-Lon- 
dage, and had ſetuptheWorlhip o{God,and when fo liee to theTa- 


bernacle, that they needed a Proclamation to reſtrain them, Exod: || 


36. 5. But as Love to God hath declined, ſo hath this to his Houſe. 

The Errand into this Wilderneſs was for Purity of Worſhip, the 
Lord was highly pleaſed with it, it was a Love of Eſpouſals : But be« 
hold what degeneracy, many can be conteut to live witl out then, thoſe 
wider them at great ind:fferency about them, Let this be an awaken- 
ing word, bring your hearts to the Bar of it, for Conviffion and ETy- 
muliation. The Lord may be at peace with you, aud ſo:Good may come 
to you. 

USE II. Of Exhortation. 

To fir you up to a Reformation berein, <Q Iva 


b 


il 
ol 


Latber when he read thele Scriptures, urging the care of the | 
Miniſtry, thought there had been no need of it, he found people |} 
rather to exceed when he was a Monk in raintaining Shrines [jj 
to Diana, but when he was a Preacher of the Goſpel, he profeſſed |}; 
he ſaw need of all that was faid, and that contempt of the Gob« |] 
pel brought theſe ſore judgments after his time, which he did fore ij 


And where they are fpiritua), irs but in part, and unleſs it be in || 
Eminegcy, it will grow remiſs here, where any declinivg in the |! 
power of Religion, there is no love an! eſterm of Ordinances, |!| 
aS maybe ſeen and found by ſad experience ir New- Frg/ard Chile |i 
dren ; who do not riſe vp in the ſame ſpirit with i];icir Gocly and. || 


« 
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Two things wherein this will lie : As, 
7. In giving-your ſelyes up to God, and ſo to his people, 2 Cor. 
8: 5. when he had commended their liberality, he tells you the be- 
ginning of it, it was in giving themſelves to God, and to his peo- 
Ple according to his Will ; all our offerings ta God will not. avail 
without this. - 


2 Then bring. yoar offering, that which is yours, Mal. 3.10. brin 


your Tithes, that there may be meat inmy houſe : And let this bedone, 


* I Chearſully, 2 Cor. 9. 7. the Lord loves a chearful giver, eſpe- 
cially in this cafe, x Ckroy. 29. 16, 17, 18- that.is.ot Gods giving, 
and 1Sa ſingular mercy where it is. 
_ 2 Faithtully ; do net withdraw any of what 15 Gods due, let 
there be meat in my houſe, let it be as the caſe needs. I might 
urge and move to this duty by contidering, 

1 That it is the only wa: now te preſerve Pare Worſkip ' and Ordi- 


aances. God is trying this Love, it is fas more like that yow want of 


Love tothe Houſe of God will endanger your loſs mare than the hatred 
of the Er emy. Ro | 


2 Itis away in hich you meſt honour God with” your Eftate, which 
2s your Duty, Prov. 6. 3.9. 


3 It will maniteſt your real benefit by Ordinances, and they are 


Þlelt to you, 2 Per. 2. 3. Job 23. II, 12, that any love they will be 
at coſt to enJ 5 | 


4 Let not Her thens and Superſtitions Perſons out do your in. 


|| Their falſe way ; will you not ſhow as much eſteem to that God 


Hath Inſtituted ? as men will to what they have invented 2 if true 
Chriitians you will. pn 
5 It will turn to your ſpiritual advantage, Rom. 15 17. Gal. 6. 7. 
It is Spiritual Trading, and jour exchange and turning will be of Earth 
dy Commodities into Spiritual, braſs into gold. | | 
7 Nay it thull be your advantage to outward proſperity, and 
that is the Argument in the Text which 7 ſhalla little: entorce. 
The Lord cails you to prove and try him, whether he will not” 
be as good as his word, and promiſe, you are willing to try other 
INEAns - 


SO.» 

means if from $kilful and faithful men'; try and prove the Lord. 

There are three ways men ao try and preve the Lord, Lut .one 
good one that 1s here intended. 

r By ſinful ways, whether he will be as good as his threatnins : fd 
Flagitious Sinners tr) him every day, Deut. 29. 19. 

2 By diſapproving aud deſpifing the means God appoints for our 
Good, 1 Cor io 2 ſee Num 21 6 Ifai 5 12 

mere is a Proving of him by Obedience to bis Cemmand, and int 


that way expeting the good of his Promiſes, and this is a way God 1} 


would be i roved, and in hic' av he hath abundantly approved himſelf 
Joſh 23 14 Tea tor confident!s Joſhua afſerts that -Ged harl never 
failed wn any thing he t:a'h promiſed, Jer2 5 the Lord clallengeth 
that Nation to clar:e him if the could uf" ny failure on his part, 
x To further your wilhrgnels to truſt bim and believe, you 
have not only his ;:aithtulnet>» engaged, bur the Lord obligeth his 
power, and ſhews how able he 1s to make:good his.word, what es 
yer he promuſeth, for he is the Lord of Hoſts. * * | 


All Creatures are at his Command and are bleſſings or curſes; 
a5 they are Commiſſioned by him, and are abſolutely under his 
Rule an( Government ; therefore you have no reaſon to queſtion 
the tulfiliing what he pronuſeth. ED |, 


2 Thathe 1s as willing as able, he ſatisfies in this, by his ſree 
engagement of himſelf to Obedience in this thing, 


Mat: +.'8: 9 LeP-38 then prove the Lord in ay of Obedience to 
this Command, eſpecially » hen he bath jreely engaged himſelf by; ſuch 
£Eucouraging Promiſes» 

AS 1 Trat he will open the Windo:rs of Fleaven, this is the firft 
Promiſe : that is, he will give abundance, or plenty of the fruits of 
the Earth, | Ss - | | 

Gods ordinary way of bleſſing His people, is by ordering and 
governg fecond cauſes, which he __ ranked in their order, and 
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ft in ſubordination each to other, of which he hath the fole com: 

mand, they are all his Hoſt, and among theſe the Heavens have 

the chief place, Zof. 2 18, 19, 26. when there the Lord promiſeth 
Plenty of ourward bleſſings, he doth it mn this way, the Earth ſhall 

hear the Corn, the Zavens the Earth, and the Lord bis people ; 

go that the opening Heaven, implies the fruitfulneſs of the Earth, 

"When that gives full and ſcaſonable ſhowers and benign influences; 
the Earth will yield its increaſe as ſubordinate to them - Its an He- 

brew Phraſe and Figure for giving plenty of Showers, and here in 
mercy not in Ju'gment, as Gen 7.x ibut in fulneſs of mercy to his 
Land and People, and withholding, is called a ſhutting heaven, the 
cauſe of Famine, and giving Rain the opening of it, Rev. 1x 6 & 
this the cauſe of Plenty, and the Lord himſelt he explains it, and 
Pours out a bleſſing,that there ſhall not be room: enough to receive 
it, the like we have, ag x« 17, 18. and upon the ſame account, 
yea and hath given proot of his faithfulneſs herein, 2 Chrov 31 5, 
9, 7, 10 As ſoon as Hezetiah that Eminent Reforming Priace did 
provide for the msintainance of the Levites, and they brought 
Eheir Tithes to Gods Houſe, the Lord bleſſed his People. Z was 
the firſt Fruits did ſanifie the Lump ; the Excuſe and Plea of 
people, is. that they are Poor, and their Land doth not yield its 


Uuncreaſe, 


But whence is it, but for Tithbolding Gods due, Hoſt .8 jut into a 
Bag with Holes + the Turks have a Proverb in their juſtice to man, 
that if an Aſper deta'ned, or taken from another be in their 
Bag, it till make an hole ia it, this is true in injuſtice to God. 

But if y0# jay your Quzt Rent to.zour great Landlord,you will fird 
him a beneficient ene, Prov: 3. 9. honour the Lord with your ſub 
Nan ce, and your barns ſhall be full, paying his reſerved due, is 
that honour by which you acknowledg hum the great Proprietor 
and your dependance on-his favour. : 

The other Arguments you look over with your harveſt minds, 
here methinks you ſhould be fixt, that this is the only way to 
thrive is outward bleſſings, Joel 2 24, 25: 26. if there be Re- 
| pen= 


_— 
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pentanee and Reformation of this Evil, Maz. 6: 3z, 33. ſeek firſt 
that is, to have chief reſpeQ ts Chriſts Kingdom,and theſe things 
fhall be added. 
9hj. But temporal promiſes were indeed ſuch as God did falfif || 
and deal with the Nation of the Jews in, but under the Goſpel ©! ! 
he fulfills even: thoſe more ſpiritually. li 


Anſw. Tt is true, to believers perſonally, it is ſo, aud outward mercies 
are- promiſed more conditionall;, ſo far as Gods. Glory and their beſt 
good May be promoted. 


But to a Communitie and a Body of his People, and: as ſuch, 6 
he doth tulfil outward Promiſes literally in the way of their viſt, 
ble obedience, as moſt ſuited to them in: their Community- 


The ſecond Promiſe is, the Rebuking the D2vourers, that they 
ſhall not deſtroy the truits of the earth, when ſecond. cauſes have \ 
concurred ro make the earth fruitful,. and there:may be the faireſt 
appearance of great increaſe, the Lord can take it away in the ſea- 
| ſon, ſend his Meſſengers and Army to gather in your Harveſt, 
Hol. 2. 9 and that 5 a forer Judgment ; this the Lord threacrned |} 
this year: And it 15 credilly Reported, that a Perſon in one of | 
theſe Colonies was bleſſing himſelt in that appearance of a great {i} 


Harveſt, and ſaid, now ſhall I pay my Debrs and get afore-hand,, 


for [ ſhall have a full Crop, and am free from paying any thing to | ; 
the Miniſter ;. the Lord ſent theſe Devourcrs upon his fields, and. . {| 
deſtroyed his vain hopes. | | 


But if God hath his due, he promiſeth that as a gracious Re- Y 


ward of their Obedience, theſe ſhall be R-buked; they ſhall not -!} 


deſtroy their fruits, Z/2/. 65. 23,24, 25- Gall not plant for 0- | | 
thers but themſelves, they ſhall enjoy the frurs of their own-la- - i 
bour, Fer- 2. 3 When rac! was holineſs unto the Lord he ſuffered | jj 

none || 


. "7" 0 \ 
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none to injure them, and when your Eſtates are fo, they and you 


ſhall be under Gods Protection, ſa. 54. 13. 


3 As the iſſue of all, you ſhall be bleſſed to -a Proverb ; yea. 


your Land ſhall be delirable, God will delight in it, and dwell a- 


mong you in and with his Holy Ordinances, and haveCommunion 
with you in them, where you eſteem and delight in them, and o- 
thers ſhall delight in ic, an deſire to dwell there as ſeeing. God a- 
mong youzZech.< ult Take hold of the skirts of a people underGods 
apparent & vilibie Leſſingthis is the way to true Felicity on earth; 


' If you do it in tive Love to God and his Houſe, Pſal. 144. 14, 
|| T5. 25 abounding in all curward bleſlings, ſo.in ſpiritual and eter- 
nal. Oh then try the Lord and prove him by this, and ſee if he 
make you not a people ſo happy that all Nations ſhall call you ſo, 


Deut 33 29 Happy 1ſragl who is like thee, a People ſaved by the 
Lord. 
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